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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
24, 2005 has been entered. 

Specification 

The amendment filed August 24, 2005 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: Fig. 5 now 
shows board 46 mounted "only toTdirectly to" the first drawer (28). As indicated in the 
previous Office Action, mailed June 10, 2005, there is no mention of this limitation in the 
as-filed specification. Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this 
Office Action. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 7, 8, 19 and 30 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly cited reference(s) to Manweiler et al. ('589) and/or Creason et al. Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1, 2 and 7-11, 13-25 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,459,589 to Manweiler et al. ("Manweiler" hereinafter). 
Referring to claim 1, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis (10) comprising a chassis 
base (54), a first drawer (36) removably engaged with said chassis base (54), an 
interface board (76) mounted to said first drawer (36), i.e., said interface board mounted 
to said first drawer via connectors (74) and (86), wherein said interface board has a first 
side (see Figs. 1 1 and 12) arranged so as to couple a first electrical component (not 
numbered) when the first electrical component is located in the first drawer (see Fig. 8 
and the corresponding specification), a second drawer (16) removably engaged with 
said chassis base (52), a motherboard (not numbered) inherently mounted to said 
second drawer so as to couple to a second electrical component (66) when the second 
electrical component is located in the second drawer (see Fig. 5 and the corresponding 
specification), and a connector (68) coupled mounted to said motherboard, wherein said 
connector (68) engages a second side of said interface board (see Figs. 9 and 10) so 
as to couple the first electrical component to the second electrical component when the 
first and second electrical components are located in the respective first and second 
drawers. See also Figs. 1, 3 and 4, and col. 4, lines 27-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8. 
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Referring to claim 2, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein said first 
and second drawers slidably engage said chassis base. See Figs. 5-8, which depict 
slidably engaging modules or drawers 16, 18, 34 and 36. 

Referring to claim 7, Fig. 5 of Manweiler shows a computer chassis, wherein said 
motherboard is directly interconnected to said connecter (68). See Fig. 5. 

Referring to claim 8, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the 
second electrical component (66) is directly connected to said motherboard when the 
second electrical component is located in the second drawer (16). See Fig. 5 and col. 
4, lines 27-35. 

Referring to claim 9, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the first 
electrical component (not numbered) is directly connected to said interface board (76) 
when the first electrical component is located in the first drawer (36). See Fig. 8 and 
col. 4, lines 1-8. 

Referring to claim 10, Manweiler discloses a computer, comprising a first 
electrical component (not numbered), a first drawer (36) operable to receive said first 
electronic component, a midplane board (76) affixed to said first drawer (i.e., said 
midplane board mounted to said first drawer via connectors (74) and (86)), and having a 
first side coupled to said first electrical component, a second electrical component (66), 
a second drawer (16) operable to receive said second electrical component, a 
motherboard (not numbered) inherently affixed to the second drawer (16) and coupled 
to the second electrical component (66), a connector (68) mounted to said motherboard, 
and a chassis base (52) supporting said first drawer (36) and said second drawer (16) 
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such that said connector (68) is coupled to a second side of said midplane board (76). 
See Figs. 4, 5 and 8-12. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Fig. 8 of Manweiler shows a computer, wherein the first 
electrical component is horizontally received in the first drawer (36). 

Referring to claim 13, Fig. 5 of Manweiler shows a computer, wherein the second 
electrical component (66) is vertically received by the second drawer (16). 

Referring to claim 14, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein said 
motherboard (not shown) is mounted horizontally to the second drawer (16) and directly 
interconnected to said connector (68). See Fig. 5, which shows vertically connected 
devices (66) on a horizontally mounted motherboard having connectors (not shown) to 
receive the devices. 

Referring to claim 15, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the first 
component is a power supply module (34). See col. 4, lines 48-53. 

Referring to claim 16, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the 
second component is a processor module (66). See col. 4, lines 27-35. 

Referring to claim 17, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, further 
comprising a memory module mounted to said second drawer (16) and coupled to said 
motherboard. See Fig. 5 and col. 4, lines 28-30. 

Referring to claim 18, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the first 
electrical component is directly connected to the midplane (76). See col. 5, lines 1-8. 

Referring to claim 19, Manweiler discloses a computer chassis, wherein the 
connector (68) is directly connected to the midplane board (76). See col. 5, lines 1-8. 
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Referring to claim 20, Manweiler discloses an electrical assembly comprising 
means for removably mounting an interface board (76) in a chassis (see Figs. 9-12 and 
the corresponding specification), means for coupling a first electrical component to one 
side of the interface board (see Figs. 8, 1 1 and 12 and the corresponding specification), 
means for coupling a motherboard to the other side of the interface board (see Figs. 5, 
9 and 10), and means for coupling a second electrical component (66) to the 
motherboard (see Fig. 5 and the corresponding specification). 

Referring to claim 21, Manweiler discloses an electrical assembly, wherein the 
first component is a power supply module (34). See col. 4, lines 48-53. 

Referring to claim 22, Manweiler discloses an electrical assembly, wherein said 
second electrical component comprises a processor module (16) and a memory 
module. See Fig. 5 and col. 4, lines 28-30. 

Referring to claim 23, Manweiler discloses an electrical assembly, wherein the 
interface board (76) is vertically mounted in the chassis. See Fig. 3 and col. 4, lines 56- 
66. 

Referring to claim 24, Manweiler discloses an electrical assembly, wherein the 
means for coupling the electrical components to the interface board (76) slidably 
engage. See Figs. 9-12 and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claims 25 and 27-30, the method steps are necessitated by the 
device structure disclosed by Manweiler. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

Claim 12 and corresponding method claim 26, respectively, are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Manweiler or, in the alternative, under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Manweiler in view of U.S. Patent No. 6594,150 to 
Creason et al. ("Creason" hereinafter). Figs. 3 and 4 of Manweiler show a midplane 
support (44) for vertically mounting (i.e., supporting in a vertical or upright orientation) 
the midplane board (76) to the first drawer. Manweiler does not specifically teach the 
midplane board affixed solely/directly to the first drawer (as shown in applicant's 
amended Fig. 4 of the drawings). Creason teaches a midplane board (308) affixed 
solely/directly to a first drawer (202). See Fig. 3 and the corresponding specification. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the first drawer of Manweiler to include a midplane board affixed 
solely/directly to the first drawer in a vertical or upright orientation, as taught by 
Creason, since affixing the midplane board in this manner would allow a user to replace 
the midplane board without having to remove the top of the chassis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Manweiler. Referring to claim 3, Manweiler discloses the invention as claimed, except 
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for further comprising a latch operable to secure said first drawer (36) to said chassis 
base. Manweiler does teach, however, providing a hand-operable latch (not numbered) 
at the front of the second drawer (16) for securing the same to the chassis base. It is 
well known in the art of computer chassis assembly systems to rearrange parts where 
needed (see In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950)). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the device of Manweiler, such that the hand-operable latch provided 
at the front of the second drawer (16) is also provided on the first drawer (36) to secure 
the same to the chassis base, since this would provide securing means for both 
drawers. 

Referring to claims 4 and 5, Manweiler discloses the invention as claimed, 
including the first and second drawers comprising a power supply bay, a hard drive bay, 
a media module bay, expansion card bay, a processor bay, a cooling system bay, and a 
memory bay. See Figs. 5, 6 and 8, as well as col. 4, lines 27-55. Manweiler does not 
teach the bays specifically located as recited in the claims. It is well known, however, in 
the art of computer chassis assembly systems to rearrange parts where needed (see In 
re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950)). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the device of Manweiler, such that the power supply bay, the hard 
drive bay, and the media module bay are located in the first drawer and to, likewise, 
include the expansion card bay, the processor bay, the cooling system bay, and the 
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memory bay in the second drawer, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an 
invention involves only routine skill in the art. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claim have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2042. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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